DEATH OP MERAMAN KHAWAS

of to Nawanagar, where he began an intrigue with Jam
Jasaji.

In the previous year Meraman Khawas had begun to
make preparations for the future, fearing he would some
day be ousted from his strong position. He therefore
obtained from Jam Jasaji written deeds assigning him
Jodia, Amran, and Balambha as hereditary possessions,
having obtained which he felt his position to be secure.
But in A.D, 1800 Meraman Khawas died, and by his death
there passed away one of the most successful adventurers
who ever attained power in Western India, Filled with
a great ambition, he was totally unscrupulous, and had he
not died naturally, there is little doubt that he would
very shortly have been assassinated. After his death his
sons were considered to be unable to succeed to his posses-
sions, since their mother was a Mahomedan ; but Sangram
and Pragji, the sons of his brother Bhawan Khawas (who
had died in A.P. 1797), were permitted by Jam Jasaji to
succeed to the possession of Jodia, Amran, and Balambha,
where they retired and became separate tribute-paying
landholders.

After the death of Amarji, disorder again reigned in
Junagadh. The news of the murder was not long in
reaching the ears of Rupoji Sindhia, a personal friend of
the late Dewan, and a cousin of Madhaji Sindhia, who
was in Saurashtra at the time at the head of a Maratha
army* Amarji's relations begged Rupoji to march on
Junagadh, and in answer to the appeal he advanced with
his army as far as Dhandhusar, a village about eight miles
from Junagadh, from where he sent a messenger to the
Nawab advising him to release all the relations of the
murdered Dewan whom he had placed in confinement.
The Nawab was obliged to yield, but after he had done
so the Maratha army remained encamped at Dhandhusar
while Rupoji demanded some satisfactory arrangement
for the maintenance of the released prisoners. As a result
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